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TUESDAY TALKS with the PA BLN
In 2007, the PA Business Leadership Network (PA BLN) is interested in creating more  opportunities for frequent contact among business members.  
In an effort to provide employers with an easy way to do this networking, the PA BLN is scheduling monthly phone conferences that will be an hour in length and will consistently be scheduled on the second Tuesday of every month.
These Tuesday Talks with the PA BLN will allow companies from across the state and country to quickly learn about a valuable resource or success story related to the employment of people with disabilities.  Participants will also be able to have discussions with their peers about topics that address ideas for accommodations, ways to improve recruitment of people with disabilities, and/or specific diversity strategies.
· Starting Tuesday, February 13, 2007, Tuesday Talks with the PA BLN will be scheduled from 8 a.m. - 9 a.m. on the second Tuesday of every month. 

· Interested parties should pre-register to gain access to these conference calls controlled by the PA BLN.  To register, contact Stacy Kyle at 717-763-0968 ext. 115 or stacy.kyle@blnofpa.org .  

· In order to allow businesses to network with their peers, participants in these Tuesday Talks with the PA BLN will be limited to human resource professionals. 
· The size of these conference calls will be limited to about 10-15 people.

· Below is the specific agenda for each conference call:

· 8:00- 8:05 a.m.- The first 5 minutes will be used to welcome participants, layout the agenda, and review rules that will aide in the flow of the conference call.
· 8:05- 8:15 a.m. - This time will be used for introductions of those participating
· 8:15- 8:25 a.m.- A valuable resource or noteworthy success story will be shared to assist businesses with the recruitment & retention of individuals with disabilities

· 8:25- 8:55 a.m. – This 30 minute segment will be used for participants to ask questions about the presentation and/or to discuss other issues of interest.  Participants can use this time to address ideas for accommodations, ways to improve recruitment of people with disabilities, specific diversity strategies (e.g. Disability Mentoring Days, affinity groups), etc...  The goal would be to discuss at least two different issues during this call.

· 8:55- 9:00 a.m. - These final five minutes would be used to solicit ideas for future topics and/or resources to be discussed.

The Pennsylvania Business Leadership Network (PA BLN) is an employer driven program designed for business leaders to promote hiring practices that enable qualified people with disabilities to enter and succeed in the workplace.  The emphasis of the PA BLN is to create opportunities where employers can communicate, peer-to-peer, to provide candid and frank assessments of hiring successes and challenges.  

This network not only provides employers with access to a network of their peers, it also provides opportunities for training, positive public relations, an increased number of applicants with a disability, and a centralized source of information.

Initiated in 2000, the PA BLN is coordinated by AHEDD and is part of a national initiative of about 43 chapters of BLNs in 31 states.  More information about national efforts can be found at www.usbln.com.  The Board for the USBLN is chaired by SunTrust Bank and includes representation from other companies/organizations such as: Medtronic; Wachovia; US Chamber of Commerce; Qualcomm; Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce; ITM Group Inc.; and Harvard University.

Highmark Inc. serves as the Lead Company for the PA Business Leadership Network and offers much support and guidance to the statewide efforts of this initiative.  Other key companies involved include: C.F. Martin & Co. (Martin Guitar); Aramark; Bayer Corporation; Mellon Financial; Bender Consulting Services; Marriott; University of Pittsburgh Medical Center; Giant Foods; UPS; Hershey Entertainment & Resorts Company; Bethlehem School District; and others.
For more information about the PA BLN, please contact the Stacy Kyle, at 717-763-0968 ext. 115, or at stacy.kyle@blnofpa.org .

